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India’s First Ever Community Reserve (IUCN) Category of

Protected Area

GloballySuSDCymru talks to
Dorairaj Rajasekar, IFS, Divi-
sional Forest Officer (Wildlife)
Gurdaspur District, India on
the value of protecting wildlife
and biodiversity in India.

The Keshopur wetlands last
year hosted more than 40,000
migratory wetland birds of 45
species, including a number of
endangered species. Now, the
first ever designated commu-
nity reserve under the Wildlife
Protection Act in India has
been declared in the area in
Punjab State. The reserve,
along with a wildlife sanctuary
in the same district have been

approved particularly for biodiversity conservation.

Mr. Rajasekar has worked in the biodiver-
sity conservation field in India for the past 9
years and was instrumental in achieving
the successful notification of two protected
areas in the state of Punjab following the
documentation of a bird census involving
Bombay Natural History Society.

‘My job profile is on biodiversity and wildlife
conservation, working in the capacity of
District Forest Officer in the district. |
belong to the Indian Forest Service, a
premier government service responsible
for forestry and natural resources adminis-
tration in India.’

The Punjab Forest and Wildlife department will declare a series of proposed wildlife sanctuaries in gov-
ernment protected forests in private and Panchayat lands, involving a number of stakeholders of the
ecosystem and conservation reserves, to create larger corridors for the movement of wildlife. The
proposals aim to bring more and more areas under the Protected Area Network (PAN) programme
which aims to cover 2% of the geographic area in the state. It's thought such protected areas will in the
long run greatly reduce man - animal conflicts and reduce crop-raiding losses, if properly planned and
implemented. It's also hoped they could help preserve the heritage and rich biodiversity of the region.

Mr Rajasekar adds ‘Gurdaspur Wildlife Division approved the proposal to declare the Kathlour- Kasho-
lian protected forests as a wildlife sanctuary after a detailed flora and faunal study of the area. The area
supports rich wildlife including Hogdeer, Barking deer, Sambar, Nilgai, Peacock, Pangolin, wild boar
and a variety of birds. Many stray wild animals from habitations and towns were rescued successfully
and were released in the Kathlour forest in the past.’
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It was after having considered the ecological importance of
the area that Forest Minister Mr. Tikhsan Sood approved
the proposal and notified it as a wildlife sanctuary, making it
the first protected area in the district and the first ever desig-
nated community reserve under the Wildlife Protection Act
in India.

The Kathlour- Kasholian protected forests lay on the river-
bed of the Ravi river in Gurdaspur district. The area is
endowed with natural open areas, water from the river and §
is an important migratory route for various birds. The river-
ine ecosystem is dynamic with perennial sources of water ¢

from the Ravi river. The habitat is rich with primary coloniz-
ers and young plantations. Innumerable shrubs, herbs and
other plants also give shelter to various fauna and birds.

Species such as endangered white-rumped vultures and §
sarus cranes are also spotted in the area. ‘These, and other
species, were pleasant discoveries in this part of Punjab
and were thought to be locally extinct. We not only found
them but also confirmed their nesting, breeding and status
of residence in the area’ explains Mr Rajasekar. ‘| hope that *§
having the wildlife sanctuary in the district will promote wild- |
life awareness among the wildlife lovers of the area, school
and college children and promote eco-tourism.’

Mr Rajasekar adds ‘It took a year to convince the local people because the land belongs to common
property Panchayat lands. But, sustainability and biodiversity conservation is high on the agenda.’

Contact details for Mr Rajasekar are available.

Dear Sir/Madame,

To follow on from Andrew Davies' support for carbon
capture and storage systems ('UK Government’s White
Paper on Energy Welcomed by Welsh Ministers'), |
would suggest a new, clean pre-emptive form of carbon
capture, otherwise know as leaving coal in the ground!

, The Zero Carbon Britain report from the Centre for Alter-
Dear Sir

native Technology (CAT) (www.zerocarbonbritain.com)
shows that providing a decent standard of living and
well-being for all UK residents is achievable from 100%
renewable sources by 2027.

Can | just say that | think this [June/July '07
issue] looks fantastic - exciting, readable and
eye-catching. Congrats to the team, | think it

will have a big impact. Sincerely

herine Blak
Anon., by email. Catherine Blakey, Machynlleth



http://www.zerocarbonbritain.com
globallysusdcymru@sustainwales.com
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October

Various Oxjam — Various Events. To hold your own event contact oxjam@oxfam.org.uk

4 Wales Tourism Awards, Bodelwyddan Castle, Denbighshire.

10-11 SBEM Training, UWIC Cardiff. Contact BRE Wales 01639 864763 www.bre.co.uk/events.

10-11 BREEAM Offices/Industrial Training, ECM2 Port Talbot.
Contact BRE Wales 01639 864763. www.bre.co.uk/events.

Conference: The Communities First Connection — Poverty, Participation and Public Engage
ment, Liberty Stadium, Swansea. Contact mknights@wcva.org.uk.

16 Launch of the Gold Star Communities project and website, marking the global UN Day for the
Eradication of Poverty at an evening reception in the Senedd, Cardiff Bay. Contact Craig Owen
on goldstar@wcva.org.uk.

10th Wales Business & Sustainability Awards Ceremony and Dinner. Venues: — Macdonald
Holland House, Cardiff and Ramada Plaza, Wrexham. Contact Diana Maslin, Marketing Pro-
gramme Manager ARENA Network on 01656 86 88 86. Visit www.arenanetwork.org or
www.greendragonems.com.

18 Conference ‘Climate Change and Sustainability — developing organic farming to meet the chal
lenge’ Royal Welsh Showground, Llanelwedd. Contact Carolyn Wacher, Organic Centre Wales
on 01970 622 248 or ccw@aber.ac.uk.

18-19 Communicate ‘07 understand-engage-inspire: Going Mainstream. Conference for professional
communicators of environmental and conservation issues at the HP Labs, Bristol. Contact

info@bnhc.org.uk or 0117 370 0971.
23 3-Day IEMA Internal EMS Auditing, Sony Pencoed. Visit www.arenanetwork.org.

23-26 Domestic Energy Assessor Training, ECM2 Port Talbot. Contact BRE Wales 01639 864763
www.bre.co.uk/events.

26 Green Awards, the Guildhall, London, rewarding organisations for the creative communication
of their commitment to sustainability. Contact lain Patton on 0207 608 5201 or
iain@greenawards.co.uk. Visit www.greenawards.co.uk.

National Fair Trade Wales Conference, Wrexham. Contact conference@fairtradewales.com.

29-30 Conference: Sustainable Innovation 07, 12th International Conference, Farnham Castle Confer
ence Centre, Surrey. Contact Martin Charter on 01252 892772 or mcharter@ucreative.ac.uk.
Visit www.cfsd.org.uk for details and a list of speakers.

29-30 2nd Annual Ethical Supply Chain Summit, Amsterdam.

Visit http://www.ethicalcorp.com/supplychain/.

30-31 Social Inclusion Learning Programme — Train the Trainer [Communities First event] Contact
Chris Johnes on 02920 556191 or chris.johnes@communitiesfirst.info.
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November

Cynnal Cymru-Sustain Wales: SD Scheme and Action Plan Open Workshop. YMCA, Newport.
2pm-5pm.

2 Cynnal Cymru-Sustain Wales Panel Debate Evening ‘Wales Wet Summer: Bad Luck or Climate
Change?’ YMCA, Newport. 7pm-8.30pm.

Conference - Environmental Futures 07: Adapting to Change. Environment Agency National
Conference, Queen Elizabeth || Conference Centre, London.
Visit www.environment-agency.gov.uk/aboutus/ and then Events for more information.

9 Cynnal Cymru-Sustain Wales: SD Scheme and Action Plan Open Workshop.
NEWI, Wrexham. 2pm-5pm.

Cynnal Cymru-Sustain Wales Panel Debate Evening ‘Wales Wet Summer: Bad Luck or Climate
Change?’ NEWI, Wrexham. 7pm-8.30pm.

13 Cynnal Cymru-Sustain Wales: SD Scheme and Action Plan Open Workshop. Ivy
Bush Hotel, Carmarthen. 2pm-5pm.

Cynnal Cymru-Sustain Wales Panel Debate Evening ‘Wales Wet Summer: Bad Luck or Climate
Change?’ Ivy Bush Hotel, Carmarthen. 7pm-8.30pm.

19-20 Childcare for Wales: Equality, Innovation, Inclusion CWLWM International Childcare Confer
ence, St David’s Hotel & Spa, Cardiff Bay. Email contact@cwlwm.org.uk or
phone 01242 714601.

Safer and Stronger Communities: Protecting the Public - Securing Our Future. Inside Govern
ment, 1 Great George Street, London. Visit www.insidegovernment.co.uk.

27 Transforming Schools, Transforming Communities: the role of community focused schools
and out of school hours learning. ContinYou Cymru’s national conference Metropole Hotel,
Llandrindod Wells. To book your free place, please email rose.jones@continyou.org.uk or
Phone 029 2047 8929.

Welsh Assembly Government event aimed at members of community projects focused on
climate change. Further information will be available on the Assembly website in due course.
If this sounds like something that you might be interested in or could feed into or benefit from,
contact climate-change@wales.gsi.gov.uk.

December - No events submitted

January

How can Intergenerational Practice work for you? Free Training Event for Communities
First, and Older Person’s, Strategy Coordinators, Wrexham. Contact the Wales Centre
for Intergenerational Practice (CCIP) on ccip@glam.ac.uk or 01443 482372 for a booking

form.




