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Global Compact Leaders Summit

27th to 28th Jun 2007, United Nations
headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland
The Leaders Summit is a triennial gather-
ing of the top executives of all Global
Compact participants and other stake-
holders to discuss the Global Compact
and corporate citizenship at the highest
level, and to produce strategic recom-
mendations and action imperatives
related to the future evolution of the initia-
tive. Contact Birgit Errath, Leaders
Summit  Coordinator errath@un.org.
http://www.sdgateway.net/events/default.
asp?EventlD=3982

Royal Welsh Show

23rd July — 26th July

The Royal Welsh Show at Llanelwedd, Builth Wells,
is one of the most prestigious events of its type in
Europe, and brings to together the farming industry
and rural community in a celebration of the best of
British agriculture with a unique and very special
‘Welsh' flavour. See www.rwas.co.uk/en/welsh-
show for details.

Events at WWT National Wet-
land Centre Wales:



mailto:errath@un.org
http://www.sdgateway.net/events/default.asp?EventID=3982
http://www.crrconference.org/
mailto:p.ellingham@adm.leeds.ac.uk
http://www.sdgateway.net/events/default.asp?EventID=4525
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/exposed
http://www.rwas.co.uk/en/welsh-show
http://www.sdgateway.net/events/default.asp?EventID=3982
http://www.rwas.co.uk/en/welsh-show
http://www.sdgateway.net/events/default.asp?EventID=4525
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Biodiversity Weekend

Saturday 16 June — Sunday 17 June

Take a look at some of the living things that make up
our Welsh wetlands through pond dipping learning
activities, guided walks through the wetlands, and
arts and crafts.

Throughout Summer...

Arts and crafts activities will take place throughout
summer. Bring your brood for an educational day
out, where they can learn about wetland creatures
through activities and exercise. Our popular stamp
hunts allow kids to explore parts of the wetlands that
are off the beaten path and to hunt for secrets hiding
in the trails. The hunts are self-led so you can go at
your own pace to solve the riddles and find the
stamps. We offer guided tours and daily features to
engage children and adults alike.

3%

of people in Wales are in favour
of the recent smoking ban

June - July 2007
ON HOLIDAY...

Find out how you can still be doing
great work while you’re relaxing on
your holiday

Busman’s holiday

One trip in an aeroplane can release as much
carbon dioxide into the atmosphere as an
entire year of car journeys so why not try an
alternative to flying? It could be much more
fun getting there by train, boat or bus and
you'll see so much more beautiful scenery
along the way!

Brits abroad

When on holiday, remember to be considerate
of local customs and traditions. Try learning
some phrases and getting to know the local
people — you'll get a warmer response and by
embracing the culture around you and you'll
feel a million miles from home, wherever you
are.

Fight global poverty on your holidays
Think twice before choosing all-inclusive holi-
days. Sometimes these resorts close-off
areas of land for tourist resorts, displacing
local people from their own land or beaches.
Although they may sound easier, your choices
can often be more limited, you might not get
as much value for your money as you’d hoped
and, worst of all, your money might not benefit
the local region at all.

When in Rome...

When you are on holiday, whether in the UK or
anywhere else in the world, try to ensure that
your stay benefits the local community in
some way. Buy local goods, support local
restaurants and use local transport for
example.

Easy come, easy go

If you are out enjoying the countryside,
remember to leave only your footprints behind
- pick up your rubbish and belongings and
take only them and photographs with you
when you leave.
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From Silage Wrap to Garden Bench: One Welsh Couple's

Innovative Solution for Waste

When Marilyn Birch rang a number in g
the Farmers Weekly advertising plas- |
tic collection, she didn’t know the call |
would result in a family-run business &
spanning the entire country. Yet that is
exactly what has happened at Birch 7§
Farm in Llandeilo.

Marilyn explains: “As farmers, before
regulations came in governing the
way we disposed of our waste plastic,
we were permitted to bury it on our
land. | was always a bit uneasy about
disposing of the vast amounts we
used in that way. So when | saw an
advert in the Farmers Weekly in #= = e

1989saying that there was going to be Marilyn Birch_(right)_looks forward to handing over the
a new, free way of getting rid of the family business to daughter, Cheryl

stuff, | was immediately interested.”

However, to the disappointment of Marilyn and her husband Peter, there was no such service being
offered in their area.

But, said the voice on the other end of the phone, if they wanted to become agents for their region, they

could certainly apply. And that was how it all started. Now, P&M Birch are the sole agent for the British

Polythene Industries (BPI) covering the whole of the UK — and business is booming.

They collect the ‘non-packaging farm plastics’ that are discarded from farms every day. This includes

plastics used for silage wrap, crop sheeting and tunnel covers. Incredibly, according to the Soil

Association’s figures released this year, this amounts to a staggering 65,000 tonnes annually, UK wide.

Marilyn added: “From 1990 to 1997, we offered a free service as part of a national scheme. This ended
in '97, and there was a two year gap between the end of the scheme and us winning the funding we
needed to get started. There was a meeting held in September 1997, with all interested parties such as
the Farmers Union, the Welsh Office (at the time) and National Parks in attendance to discuss what
could be done to continue this service with the funding available.

“Considering the fact that the national scheme had enjoyed most of its success in Wales, we were confi-
dent we could build a solid client base and convince most farmers — even those who had the room to
bury their waste on their own farms — to keep on recycling their plastic.

“We were awarded a development grant in July 1999 and immediately got to work. | have to admit | was
concerned at one point. We asked around 18,000 farmers how much they would be willing to pay to
have their waste plastic collected. The results were not good. However, they had been used to 7 years
of collection, and had got into a routine, so we thought ‘We’ll see’ and forged ahead.

“We’'re farmers ourselves, so we can see the situation from both sides of the fence, and other farmers
trusted us to do right by them. | think that’s one reason why we have succeeded.”
| Page 13
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P&M Birch charge a flat rate of £100 per tonne of plastic they collect, and the good news is they just
keep getting busier.

Marilyn admits: “New regulations preventing farmers from burying their plastic came into force on May
15 and people have to be more sensible, but | honestly think that farmers are just becoming more envi-
ronmentally aware.”

Soon the company will enter its tenth year. Marilyn reflects: “Like all businesses, we’ve had our highs
and our lows. For us, the worst time was when Foot and Mouth hit the countryside. We hadn’t long been
set up and of course, we weren’t allowed on to any farmlands to pick up the waste plastic.

“But we recovered from that and moved forward. We’re now enjoying the expansion of the business and
the fact that our children Brian and Cheryl can take over and reap the benefits of all our hard work.
Although Peter and | are meant to be semi-retired, we're busier now more than ever, travelling around
the country, up to Scotland, and recruiting agents to work under us.

“This way we can make sure that all the plastic is collected and recycled responsibly, and all farmers,
no matter where they are, can be assured that they will pay no more or less than any other farm in the
country. It will all fall under the P&M Birch banner, and they will all receive the same high standards of
customer service that they deserve.”

Thanks to Marilyn and her team, this reliable and efficient service assists farmers in dealing with their
waste polythene, which is then turned into practical and environmentally friendly products in the form of
garden and street furniture.

For more information on R&M Birch, call 01269 826680.

Have You Got Something to Say?
Get your message across to Wales and the World!

If you live in Wales and have got an inspiring story to tell, or even if you just feel strongly
about an issue relevant to sustainable development then let us know your views. Send

your viewpoint (700 words MAX) and photo to globallysusdcymru@sustainwales.com
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Intergenerational or Intragenerational Equity in Sustainable
Development — a Perspective from Vietham’s Agenda 21

o %

o

The Brundtland report defined sustainable development as the
development that meets the needs of the present generations
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet
their own needs. It implies two key concepts including needs,
especially the needs of the poor people in the world to which over-
riding priority was essential, and limitations regarding the capacity
of environment to satisfy both present and future needs.

e ek

By Ho Thi Yen Thu

Vice Director, Centre for Marinelife
Conservation

and Community Development
(MCD)

Vietnam

While having shaped up the concepts, the report explicitly indicated that it had not developed a detailed
blueprint for actions towards sustainable development, where people in different countries could create
appropriate policies and practices. This became evidently true in different interpretation and emphases
for sustainable development between developed and developing countries. Equity of human needs
satisfaction, as a principle of sustainable development, is also addressed differently in such context.

From the above mentioned definition, a key tenet of sustainable development is the desire of achieving
intergenerational equity. However, if resources are to be preserved or held for future use, how a society
choose how much should be used today and how much should be set aside for the future. The situation
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becomes more questionable when there are many people today, especially in the developing countries,
whose basic needs are not being met. For them, there appears a need for redistributing the resource
supply. It is where the concern of intragenerational equity arises.

Vietnam, a country in the South East Asia, is progressing in the development process. It has made
efforts in embarkment and pursuit of sustainable development, in realizing its international commit-
ments and addressing national development challenges. A Strategic Orientation for Sustainable Devel-
opment in Vietham, also known as Vietnam Agenda 21, has been developed and put into implementa-
tion by the government since August 2004.

This document sets out orientations, policies, legal instruments and priorities that need to be imple-
mented in the 21st Century to ensure sustainable development of the country. In the context of a devel-
oping country, sustainability in Vietnam should be understood in the contours of development objectives
which read “bring the country out of the less developed state; visibly improve the material, cultural and
spiritual life of the people; form a firm foundation so that Vietham basically becomes an industrialized
country by the year 2020, ...”. With one fourth of the population, equal to 20 million people, living under
poverty (in comparison with the international poverty line), the desire of becoming developed equally
with others in the world is clearly seen, which with no doubt is a reflection of the need for intragenera-
tional equity.

Consequently, the need is emphasised in the overall objective of the sustainable development as
“create a materially, culturally and spiritually plentiful life for the people, equity and quality of life for all
citizens, consensus of society and harmony between the people and nature”. The emphasis is further
elaborated in what Vietnam orients for the conventional three pillars of sustainable development, as
stated in the document. Obviously, unlike in developed countries, where considerable attention is
focused upon ensuring the rights of future generations to use and access to resources, for developing
countries the priority regarding sustainable development is to meet the basic human needs of its pres-
ent citizens and to ensure economic development, and ensuring minimal impacts on the environment
just goes next.

By and large, sustainable development is impossible while poverty and massive social injustices
persist. Therefore, it is important to attribute intragenerational equity alongside the more straightforward
principle of intergenerational equity in sustainability talks and actions.
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